Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



sue- n 



P 



HARVARD COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 



THE GUT OF 
/BRFORD COLLEGE LfflRARY 

HAVERPORD, PENNSYLVANIA 






V 



FIRST RtJPORT 



or 



THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE CARE OP 



COLOURED ORPHANS, 



{MRRACIN6 AN AOCX>UNT 



OF 



^^ THE SHELTER FQR COLOURED ORPHANS/^ 



V 



4. INSTITUTED AT PHILADELPHU, 



IN THE TBAR 1833. 



THE ASSOCIATION WAS INCORPORATED IN ]8». 



ADorrsD roufr month, 1836: 

rUBLUHED >0& TBI ASSOCIATION. 



Piflatfeliilita: 

WaLUM BROWN, PRINTER. 
1836. 






s 



Vfl4 17 



h/w.^rt^D cci! ;.-^ li:'.;::y 

G.-T OF 

L' " ■ ■ I. rro ; ,-■, , w- • . - -^ - , , -.,• 

It«»«»-i*k v'.'^ %.'*^^' *. fc. '.< '.; till 

:UUL J3 1937 



T^^ 



Pursuant to a proposition made last month, the 
Secretary is directed to collect from our minutes, or 
from other atithentics, such recollections as will ena- 
ble us to form a compendium of the origin and pro- 
ceedings of this Association; comprising an histori- 
cal notice of the Institution. 

Extract from the Minutes. 

B£ULAH SaNSOM. 

Secretary. 
Shelter, 2d Month, 1835. 
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PREFACE. 



''The Association for the care of Coloured Or- 
phans," are sensible that an apology is due, or rather 
that some reason should be assigned to their friends, 
and to their patrons, for having so long delayed to 
publish any account of their proceedings. 

This deptirture from ordinary usage, in non-con- 
formity with the practice of other charitable socie- 
ties, has arisen from the combined influence of va- 
rious causes tending to produce the same-efiect. 

The association w^as formed for the purpose of re- 
lieving the necessities of the poorest of the poor ; for 
where do we find, even in populous cities, a class of 
the humajn family more abject, or more deserving 
of the fostering hand of benevolence, than the parent- 
less children of the African race in this country^ — 
However meritorious the motive to such an enter- 
prise, the Association in their early or preparatory 
movements were scarcely cheered with the hope of 
success ; at the commencement, and even long after, 
incredible as the fact may appear, so strong was the 
aversion of some of their white neighbours to the 
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scheme^ that it was difficult in the first attempt to lo- 
cate the Shelter within city bounds ; and their execu- 
tive committees had to encounter the opposing opi- 
nions of those on one hand, while on the other^ the 
coloured people in many instances rejected the of- 
fered kindness ; in the meantime it was justly feared 
to adopt any measure which might bring ^' The Shel- 
ter for Coloured Orphans" before the public, at the 
risk of attracting the depredations of lawless kidnap- 
pers. This train of difficulties has been gradually 
subsiding; and are now reviewed in retrospect, to vin- 
dicate that system of silence which. has cast a veil of 
obscurity overyears of patient perseverance in a good 
cause — and it is recollected with satisfaction that 
amidst those varied trials, the Association was sway- 
ed by unanimity in constructing a code of regulations 
for future government, from which they have never 
seen cause to deviate in principle, or to depart in 
practice. 

When about to become a body corporate, their 
constitution endured legal criticism with but little va- 
riation or abatement on essential points. And the 
bye-laws of the Association— rules for the government 
of the Shelter, and bill of fare for the family, have not 
been revised until within the last year. 

In appointment to office, the Board was equally 
successful. The resignation of their first Treasurer 
has since been accepted with regret, and her services 
duly appreciated, for ten years'diligent application to 
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the duties of her station. The present Recorder has , 
akeady served the Institution faithfully through a term 
of nearly twelve years ; and the task of collecting 
materials to found a Report which shall account for 
{he proceedings of the Association, during a period 
of fourteen years, falls to the lot of their first Secre- 
tary, still in office. 

The Association was not organised before the yeai: 
1822 ; but to do justice to the memory of Ann Yar- 
nall, a pious woman of the Religious Society of 
Friends, who cheerfully devoted both time and atten- 
tion to improve the condition of her fellow beings, 
we must go further back, to fix the date of an attempt 
made by her to promote such an institution. About 
the year 1814, Ann Yarnall, in company with a few 
of her fiiends, obtained by request, an interview with 
fieveral respectable coloured citizens: the bent of 
her mind, and the object of the conference, was to 
stimulate the latter to set up an Orphan House, and 
conduct the establishment for the benefit of their own 
colour ; — ^To encourage them in the undertaking, a 
subscription was begun, upon which the sum of one 
hundred dollars was finally collected. In the year 
1825, that amount was presented to this Association, 
by a Society of Coloured Women, with whom it had 
remained until the prospect of carrying the design 
into effect, was by them given up, and they were not 
firee to dispose of the money in any other way than 
for the use of Orphans. The leading circumstance 
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which gave rise to this boon of good wiU, together 
with a sense of respect, due to the correct principle 
which was about to direct its course to the intent 
of the donors, induced an inclination in the Board 
to retain the donation apart from common stock ; ac- 
cordingly it was submitted to the management of two 
of their Ihembers, with directions to dispose of the 
same to the best of their judgment, to promote the 
increase, by adding interest to principal, and that the 
* deposite should be considered as the foundation, or 
precedent kem in a fund for providing a settlement 
for the Shelter. One of the Committee paid a pre- 
mium of seventeen dollars, which enabled them to 
invest the given sum in a certificate for one share of 
City Water-Loan Stock. 

In the year 1829, the Association received fifty 
dollars, said to be presented by a Coloured Man ; this 
latter donation the Board made liable to the same 
instructions which governed in the case of the one 
hundred, and it was referred to the management of 
the same Committee. In the year 1831, the aggre- 
gate of this accumulating trust, was applied in the 
purchase of a house, as stated in the report, 1st mo. 
183^. A 

In the year 1820, Ann Yarnall appeared to be de- 
clining in health, and a few months before her de- 
cease, in conversation with one of her female friends, 
she expressed the continuance of her anxiety for the 
well being of Coloured Orphans ; and her drooping 
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PREFACE. IX 

'spirits transiently revived, on perceiving that her 
warmest wish for their relief was reciprocated by her 
friend, to whom she immediately consigned a lot of 
household fwniture, and made an appropriation of 
fifty dollars, cash, to be applied in aid of the contem- 
plated Institution. 

When the time arrived for the survivor to agitate 
the cause of Coloured Orphans, those items consti- 
tuted the first realities in receipt for the Shelter ; and 
it was remarked with emphasis, by one of the num* 
ber present at a meeting which was called on the oc- 
casion, that '^ Ann Yarnall had bequeathed her con- 
cern for Gc^oured Orphans to Beulah Sansom.^^ 
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FIRST REPORT, &c. 



EMBBACINO AN ACCOUNT 



or 



««THE SHELTER FOR COLOURED ORPHANS," 

vw» THE mm or tbx i wii t utio w to tbk close or tm team, 1895. 



Within the first ten days of the year 1822, Beulah Sansom 
i^aited on nineteen of her friends severaKy, to solicit their co- 
operation in attempting to establish an Orphan House or Asy- 
lum for destitute Coloured Children. In order to awaken an 
extensiTe interest in regard to the objects of solicitude, indivi* 
duals were selected residing in different sections of the City» 
and vicinity of Philadelphia. 

After briefly explaining her errand, Beulah Sansom closed 
the application to her friends with a request alike to each, that 
the subject should be taken seriously into consideration, and if 
the proposition was worthy of countenance, she requested the 
faTOur of their company to meetat her dwelling on a certain day* 

Pursuant to that arrangement, a preliminary meeting was 
held at Joseph Sansom's, in Fourth Street, Northern Liberties, 
on the i2thof First Month, 1 S22, present, Beulah San8om,Cath- 
arine W. Morris, Rebecca Folwell, Hannah Jones, Catharine 
Sheppard, Sally N. Dickinson, Mary W. Davis, Mary Yamall, 
Rdbecca Archer, Mary R. Morton, Hannah Elliott, Jane Pierce^ 
Anna Stewardson, Ann Scattergood, Ann MifHin, Hannah T. 
Johnston, and Elizabeth Lippincott. 

Of the number invited nearly all attended, and it was en^ 
couragmg to those to learn* that the absentees approved of the 
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plan in prospect After a free comparison of sentiment^ it was 
unanimously agreed to form an Association of persons who 
were prepared to feel with, and for the afflicted — ^that those 
who would consent to become members might be expected not 
only to impart of their substance, but to apply both time and 
alent in favour of the proposed Institution. Upon these pre- 
mises, the Association would constitute the Board of Managers,, 
and it was not intended that donation, or subscription to the 
funds, should necessarily confer the title of membership; how- 
ever clearly foreseen that they should chiefly depend for sup- 
port upon the liberality of their fellow citizens. 

The seventeen now present were so far united in sentiment, 
as to determine the first step to be taken, which was 4^fined oa 
minute, viz: ''A number of Women Friends, assembled for 
the purpose of considering whether something in the line of 
charitable consideration is not due to Orphan Children, descend- 
ants of the oppressed and injured African race; when it was 
agreed to institute an inquiry within the city and suburbs, in 
order to ascertain, whether there are any children of this de- 
scription to be found, who stand particularly in need of relief." 

91st of the month — ^AU the before mentioned Friends again 
present. 

Upon summing up the reports of the day, it appeared that 
ten Orphans had been discovered, most of whom were indiffe- 
rently provided for by their relations, or the friends of their 
deceased parents, but several of them were evidently so situ- 
ated, as scarcely to partake of a solitary domestic comfort. 
On deliberation, it was resolved to do something toward miti- 
gating the ills of helpless infancy. This resolution was suc- 
ceeded by a discussion upon the most eligible manner to be 
adopted for carrying their purpose into operation ; and first 
impressions favoured the expediency of employing . coloured 
people. With these views, a committee was appointed to con* 
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fcr with a neighbouring family of unobjectionable cbaracteri to 
ascertain whether they would grant the occupancy of a part 
of their dwelling place, with the understanding, that the female 
head of the household should serve as Matron to the Orphans ; 
relying upon her husband and two daughters to render such as- 
sistance as would enable her to accomplish the requisite duties 
of the Orphan Department. At that earfy stage of the business, 
the company met frequently, and within the turn of a few weeks, 
an agreement was confirmed with the persons in treaty, and 
their house situated on Duke street, was repaired and furnish- 
ed at the expense of the former, so that rent, salary, &c. com- 
•meneed on the 1st of Third Month. 

In the ipean time, titles to the Association and to the Esta- 
blishment were adopted, and a subscription-book was prepared 
with the following introduction :— 

** Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and I will give 
thee thy wages."— ^Exodus, chap. 2, ver. 9. 

*^ This was the impressive language of an Eg}rptian prin- 
cess, when moved to compassion at the unprotected situation 
of one solitary babe; and shall the destitute condition of many 
babes of the African^race, suffering under parental privation, 
now fail to excite a similar effort of tender sympathy in a 
Christian community ? It is presumed the urgency of the 
occasion will availingly plead its own cause with every be- 

« 

nevolent mind that is disposed to aid this work of charity, 
relying for their reward upon the bountiful dispensations ®f 
that all-sufficient Being, who is emphatically styled * A Father 
of the fatherless.' '* 

Then foUowed a list of the members of the Board with a 
- summary of our leading principles, and the introduction con- 
cluded with the following caution to subscribers : — 

" That no person may be induced by the example of ano- 
ther, to give more than may be altogether convenient to them-^ 
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ielv6i; and at the same time, that it is piesmned some may, 
of their abundancot cast in much, it is earnestly hoped thai 
no one will withhold an offering of the free will, on account 
o( the comparative smaUness of the sum in contribution to 
common stock. Remeo^ber the widow's '^two mites.' " Thos 
introduced the book was, by appointment, offered to the notice 
of the members of the Association. To set the example was 
b^;inning the work at home. 

A Committee who had been authorised to inquire for and 
admit orphans, reported, that various excuses were urged by 
coloured people against trusting us with their young depend- 
ants, although their real objections evidently arose frctan a 
want of confidence in the Association — they could. not rely on 
the sincerity of our professions. A minute made on thai occa- 
sion terminates thus : — 

** It will require time and experience to remove those fears 
and apprehensions, which have originated in that system of 
cruelty and deception, to which the coloured people have been 
subject for so many generations." 

A positive refusal of the children, then in request, presented 
before the Board an unexpected obstacle, in the prosecution of 
an undertaking which we were not cUsposed to relinquish. 

On the 7th of Third Month, George Morgan, our first ap* 
plicant, was admitted into the Shelter. After the decease of 
his parents, that child had been well taken care of by his 
father's respectable friends. 

At a meeting of the Association, held 6th of Fourth Months 
1822, present twenty-three members. (The number has since 
been enlarged to thirty-five, which are deemed competent to 
every exigency.) At this meeting it was reported that several 
orphans were waiting for admittance. After closing various 
items of unfinished business, a constitution was adopted. In 
reference to that document, we only cite the preamble, reserv- 



15 

ing the «rtiole8 of the compact to enter into place whmi reeog- 
msed by incorporation, whew, for the sake of brevity, the 
preamble was, by permission, omitted m the legal document r 
but the Association considered the clear exposition of their 
gotreming theory, contained in that instrument, too valuable 
to be overlooked or forgotten. On that account it was ro- 
flolyed to renew upon record those remarks, which had pr^ 
ceded the first form of constitution, and remained oqoaHy eon* 
sistent with the substan^ce of the second. 



FREAAfBLE. 

** If Kxiy apology be necessary for introducing to the notice of 
4ie h«inane this obscure class of dependants upon public boun- 
ty we trust that apology maybe founded on a sense of justice 
doe to a people who have endured the oppressive burden of 
Slavery for many generations; and who are now suffering 
imder consequent degradation, sustaining in the estimate of pub- 
Uc opinion, the odidm of a characteristic deficiency of mental 
eapaeity, and practical default of moral principle; the unhappy 
result of long continued ignorance^ poverty, neglect and evil 
example. The ruling motive of the Association is to provide 
a place of refuge for such of the offspring of this people, who 
being Orphans, have a double claim upon charitable munifi- 
cence, a claim in itself equally valid, from whatever cause they 
are deprived of parental protection; whether their natural guar- 
dians have been removed by the inevitable stroke of death, or 
in consequence of the more deplorable event which may occurc 
when the bonds of afiection are violated, and parents severed 
from their children^ by the relentless hand of avarice and 
crudty. 
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^ Whatever the situation or character of the parents may have 
been, the Association -will not bittd itself by any rule that shall 
balance the children in the scale with their parents ; or in effect 
punish the innocent "with the guilty. ^ 

'^ To be a Coloured Orphan is plea sufiicient to entitle the help- 
less victim!^ of penury and want, to a share in the benefits of 
the *^ Shelter/' if the state of health, age and place of residence 
Gom» within the regulations by which the Institution is go- 
verned. 

** We are aware that the object of our engagement will have 
to encounter many doubting apprehensions and some deeply 
rooted prejudices ; we are however stimulated to the pursuit, 
by the animating hope that the Association will find the reward 
of its labour, in the advancement and preservation of some of 
the pupils of this humble household. 

** It is a; consoling reflection, that the seeds of improv^xient 
which- are carefully disseminated upon the soil df , innocent 
minds in the season of early years^ may through Divine, favour, 
become the means of crowning the age of maturity , with the 
fruits of virtuous habits, and a due r^ard to. the obligations of 
moral rectitude. ^ 

'< <In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold 
not thy hand/ " 

So far as human discernment could penetrate, those well con- 
certed regulations were pressing forward into effect. 

" Boast not thyself of to-morrow ; for thou.knowest hot what 
a day may bring forth." Prov. chap. 2*7, ver. 1. In this in- 
stance, the verity of the proverb was quickly realised ; on the 
following day the woman who had consented to take charge 
of the Shelter died of an apoplexy! This awful event unfold- 
ed consequences which could not be overcome by. the will of 
the moment, or surmounted by a resolution of the Board. The 



17 

scene before us was changed, and the process in hand so ma- 
terially interrupted that it inlDuld require delay and deliberation, 
to discover a subsequent beginning point; nor did the Associ- 
ation lightly estimate the solemn lesson upon the instability of 
worldly prospects so forcibly illustrated. The deceased was 
respectfully mentioned on minute of the Board thus concluded: 

"We think it due to her memory to state that she had feel- 
ingly entered into the views of the Association, and appeared 
so fully disposed to do what she could to aid the concern, that 
we trust the work of charity had been acceptably wrought in 
the secret of her own mind." 

At several successive meetings the attention of the Board 
was divided between retracing their former proceedings and 
making appointments to represent the body in case of a tempo- 
rary suspension. One Committee was nominated to make final 
settleqaent of our affairs in Duke Street ; another v^as charged 
with a special care of George Morgsin, having permission to 
return the Child for a short time, upon board in the family from 
whence he had been received. 

The sum of Five Hundred Dollars, alre^y collected, the 
Treasurer was advised to deposit in the Saving Fund, chiefly 
for the oonvenience of drawing small drafts at short noticci 
when the money should be required. 

A Committee was appointed to collect the first payment on 
Annual subscription, and to keep the book in circulation. 

Upon information that several additional Children were then 
ready to be committed to the Association by their friends, it 
wi^a agreed that Orphans who were to take the full benefit of 
th9 Shelter, ought to be given up without reserve, and to pre- 
vent misunderstanding between parties concerned, the follow- 
ing form of resignation was proposed, and directed to be print- 
ed for future u^e. 

C 
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I do henbjf narrender to ** The Asfociatkm for the care 
of Coloured Orphans," institiited at Philadelphia, in the year 
1622, the chitd 

to be provided for, instructed and bound out, by the said 
Association, for such a term qf years, within lau^l age, as 
may tqfpear to be proper ; engaging that IwUl fwt demand 
or receive any compensation finr the same, or in any way in- 
terfere with the views or directions cf the said Jlssodation. 

Philadelphia, Mo. 18 

Sgncd 
flatness present. 

At a meeting of the Association, held First of Sixth Month, 
1829, our Infant Establishment thus nec3ssarily broken up at 
the commencement of the summer season, when it is customary 
to seek relaxation by retiring from the oppressive atmosphere of 
large cities, it was deemed advisable to suspend further exertion 
than might be accomplished by continuing those Committees be- 
fore appointedt with the addition of one, to assume the following 
duties. First, to endeavour to find a commodious situation for 
the Sheher. Secondly, to enquire for a competent Matron. . 

Adjourned, to meet again at the summons of our Com- 
mittees. 



Pursuant to adjournment, the Association was called toge- 
ther in the foUowing Ninth Month — ^when a house in Noble 
Street at a rent of Ninety Dollars per annum was proposed, 
also a Coloured Woman offered with favourable recommenda- 
tions for Matron^ upon further enquiry, the house was taken, 
and the woman engaged. 
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The Committee having charge of George Morgan, had 
placed him in the country, on expectation that he would serve 
an apprenticeship to a farmer, of vtrhich the Association ap- 
proved. 

The Treasurer stating she had eight hundred dollars in 
banky two friends were named to consult with her upon the 
most eligible mode of disposing of the money, which resulted 
in a loan upon mortgage security at six per cent. This was 
done intending to make use of the interest annually, but to 
hold the principal in deposit as a shield of protection against 
any reverse of circumstances which might'occur. 

On the 15th of Tenth Month, — House was opened in 
Noble Street — ^three orphans admitted — and on the 21 st the 
Board had the pleasure of holding the first meeting at *'The 
Shelter.*' 

Upon advancing toward the close of this year of many 
vicissitudes, we became convinced that our domestic routine 
did not proceed to satisfaction ; and it was judged expedient 
that some practical variations should be introdueed to im- 
prove the order of that department, and an elderly woman, 
member of Friends' Society^ was at that time placed at the 
head of the Institution. 

From the Treasurer's accounts for 1822, it appeared that 
one thousand five hundred and sixty dollars forty-four c^its 
had been collected. Of the sum total, thirteen hundred were 

at interest;m)m the remaining 9260 44 

Expences of the Shelter 253 84^ 

Left in the Treasury 6 59^ 

Early in the year 1823, twelve pupils had been admitted^ 
which, together with matron, assistants, and teacher included, 
the family has since varied between fiAeen Ad thirty-five in- 
mates, under the controul of white persons in succession, who 
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have generally conducted the household agreeably to the direc* 
tion of their employers. By a few occasional extracts from 
the monthly reports of the Superintending Committee, we shaU 
endeavour to convey some ideas upon the efficiency of that 
branch of the Association, who are expected to be ever on 
duty, through their visiting or sub-committees. 

Second Month. 

" The Shelter has been regularly visited fpr the past month. 
The concerns of the family are conducted to satisfaction* 
Three children admitted since last meting. The family are 
in health, and between thirty and forty garments have been 
made in the house." 

Reports for Fifth and Sixth Months agree in substance* 
viz: — 

Attentions paid to the Shelter; order and regularity main» 
tained ; the children advancing in school instruction^ &c. &c. 
Receipts for the year 1823 amounted to. ...... ^ . .$624 45 

Deduct for family supplies 540 25 

Balance in hand 984 20 

At a meeting held Second Month, 1824 : 

Received — An anonymous note addressed to the Secretary^ 
containing the sum of fifteen dollars. 

Signed, ''Thy Friend, 

" Who desires not to be known.'^ 

Fifth Month. — Anne Tijlman, our first female apprentice, 
was provided with a situation commanding many advantages. 

Seventh Month. — The following extract from the will of 
Hannah Elliott,^eceased, was produced : ^' Item — I give and 
bequeath to my executors as aforesaid, in trust, the sum of 
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fifty dollar?, to be paid to the Treasurer, for the time being* 
of the Association for the care of Coloured Orphans, instituted 
at Philadelphia." 

While, in mutability, that beloved friend united with the 
foremost in support of a cause for which she had associated 
with others, and in the sequel left the Shelter in possession of 
this seal, in evidence that the orphan^s claim, was not forgotten 
among her posthumous liberalities. 

Our pupils continuing to increase, it became self-evi- 
dent that their habitation was too limited ; accordingly, in 
the Eighth Month, 1824, a house was taken in Cherry street^ 
on the terms of one hundred and eighty dollars per annum. 
By this removal the Shelter obtained a more conspicuouff 
place, and it was apprehended that some advantage would 
ensue, from an attempt to attract the eye of observation. 
Consequent on that impression, in the Tenth Month, a brief 
exposition of our principles was, for the first time, laid before 
the public in several periodicals. 

Including the before named legacy, receipts for that year 
exceeded the expenditures by the sum of one hundred and 
seventy-nine dollars ; and wishing to secure the Association 
from too much dependance on the precarious product of 
spontaneous contributions, an effort was made in the following: 
year to extend the annual subscription list. 

Second Month, 1825. The sum of one hundred dollars was" 
paid over to this Association by a society of coloured women. 
A circumstantial account of the transaction has already been 
related in the preface. It however remains to say, that the* 
donation .was accepted with an expression of thanks for itS' 
intrinsic worth, and of gratification on account of the testi- 
mony conveyed in favour of our Institution; plainly indicating: 
a prevailing disposition with well informed ^oloured people,, 
to set a due value on an Asylum for their orphan children, 
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and to give the right hand of fellowship to their friends in this 
concern ; however, it remains to be a fact, that some of the 
suffering poor, still indulge an unyielding prejudice against 
'* The Shelter," and on that account withhold the offspring of 
their departed relatives, from partaking of the bounty there dis- 
pensed. 

At the close of the year 1825 pecuniary matters assumed a 
more favourable aspect. On the Treasurer's book, receipts 
mounted to 01044 42^ 

Per contra paid 815 92^ 

Balance remaining 9228 49 



In the forepart of the year 1826, we do not find the records 
of the Board marked with incident out of usual course^ 
although the affectionate sympathies of the superintending com- 
mittee were excited by the decease of several of the children^ 
as expressed on minutes of Fourth month. 

" We cannot but acknowledge that the frequent recurrence 
of death among the orphans is a trial upon our feelings; at 
the same time we have the satisfaction to believe that every 
necessary care is taken, and much kind attention bestowed 
upon the children by their matron, who appears to be well 
qualified for her station." It is not always within the reach 
of human skill to avert the stroke of death ; this is a truth 
which vain mortals reluctantly accept 

In Tenth Month, the Institution was bereft of a Benefactor 
4n the demise of the late Joseph Sansom. From the rise of the 
Association to the evening of his day, that friend continued to 
manifest his best wishes for the prosperity of the enterprise^ and 
finally confirmed his sincere regard by appropriating **One 
thousand dollars to the Shelter, for coloured orphans," liable 
only to a few years delay in payment. 

Committee reports for Eleventh and Twelfth months con- 
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cur in respect to the healthy state of the family, and, orderly 
system of management which was maintained in the house, 
but on winding up accounts for the year 1826, the sum total 
in receipt did not exceed six hundred and fifty dollars. When 
the claims of the institution were satisfied, six dollars and twenty- 
six cents only remained to begin the new-year with. This is un- 
derstood exclusively of money loaned in 1822. Such a reduc- 
tion in cash current, could only be imputed to an almost entire 
failure of donations. 

Under this discouraging prospect common prudence sug- 
gested the propriety of calling in a part of oUr deposites, but 
past experience forbade distrust, and inspired the pleasing hope 
that some other channel of kindly feeling would open upon the 
institution and every deficiency might be countervailed, in ac- 
cordance with that benign Providential care which extends 
over the creation, even to the notice of a falling sparrow. 
With little exception the family enjoyed health throughout the 
year 1827, and reports were favourable as to regularity in 
domestic order, aiid advancement of the scholars in school 
exercises. 

Fifth month. Information was received that Sarah Bacon, 
late an estimable member of the Association, in her last ill- 
ness requested her father to pay on her account the sum of 
one hundred dollars for the benefit of the Shelter ; the request 
was complied with and the gift accepted as a token of unity 
in spirit from one who had personally assisted in this labour of 
love, such a remembrance was consoling to her successors.' 

Upon settlement of accounts for this year, a balance of se- 
venteen dollars ^nd thirty-one cents remained in favour of the 
institution. 

Eighth month, 1828, twenty-five New Testaments were pre- 
sented by '' A Friend," with direction, thaW one should be 
giren to each child when bound out,, until the whole were ex- 
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haoited, lo distiibiitiiig these estimaUe jnesents, the Board 
enjoined it upon the Committee of Admiason to secore within 
ever}' Testament so disposed of, a memorandum or note of 
the name and age of the owner, date of entrance at the Shd- 
ter» date of indenture, to whom bound, and where resident. 

By extract from the last will of Martha Powell, late of this 
city, we learned, that the deceased had favoured the Shelter 
with a bequest of three hundred dollars, less collateral inheri- 
tance tax. This timely acquisition was more than acceptable 
to her friends. 

In Tenth month. Dr. Edwin P. Atlee resigned his station as 
attendant physician, having discharged the obligations of his 
trust during a period of six years. The deep interest ever 
manifested by Doctor Atlee, in the prosperity of the Shelter, 
as well as his faithful attendance on the sick in the line of his 
profession, are gratefully remembered by the Association. 

It may not be necessary to continue the annual exhibit of ac« 
counts current, having stated in summary .the termination of 
receipt and payment for six successive years; through that 
medium, the agency of the Association, as servants of the 
community, is discernible, but it would be difficult to furnish a 
conclusive data of the real cost of supporting the Shelter, so 
much credit is due for donations in clothing ready made, in 
dry goods, groceries, or other supplies for the table, items in 
household funiture, or school apparatus ; favours derived from 
the beneficence of individuals, many of whom do not allow 
us the satisfaction of knowing where the obligation centres. 
The Shelter is also indulged with medicine from the Philadel- 
phia Dispensary gratis. The full value of those indefinite con- 
tributions, if defrayed out of our funds would materially swell 
the yearly bills disbursed by the Treasurer, although they only 
find a place of record in our memorandum book. 

In extending the catalogue of liberalities, we have yet to 
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mention the more prominent instances of gratuities in effect. 
When suitable situations offer for apprenticing the children^ 
our Committee have only to apply to Peter Christian, an Al- 
derman of the City, who freely renders every attention neces- 
sary, on behalf of the Association, and accepts the fee of of- 
fice from the opposite party in the affair, for no other purpose 
than to bestow the same upon the Institution. If unhappily 
assailed by sickness, our Physicians have invariably and 
faithfully administered to their suffering patients, without any 
other remuneration than that which emanates from a conscious 
sense of discharging a duty to these interesting representatives 
of an afflicted people. 

Early in the year 1829, upon application to the constituted 
authorities, the Association obtained the privileges of a body 
corporate. On that emergency, so well as upon several other 
occasions of minor importance, we have to acknowledge the 
disinterested services of a member [of the legal profession. 
" A warm friend of the coloured race." 
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CONSTITUTION. / 

Artidt 1st. The Association shall be denominated, '^ The 
Association for the care of Coloured Orphans.'' 

Article 2d. The object of the Association is to provide a 
place of refuge for Coloured Children, deprived of parental 
protection. The, establishment shall be called <' The Shelter 
for Coloured Orphans," where the children are to be supplied 
with simple, wholesome food : they shall be comfortably clothed, 
nursed in sickness, instructed in school learning, and when 
convenient, they will be apprenticed at service, keeping a strict 
regard to the right of freedom, for Girls at eighteen, and Boys 
at twenty-one years of age. 

D 



Jlrtich 3d: No child under the age of eighteen calendar 
monthst or above eight years old, or evidently defective in 
mental iaculties, or having a material deformity of body, shall 
be received at the Shelter, except upon special permission 
granted by the Association. 

J§rtieh 4th. The Officers of the Association are a Secretary, 
Recorder and Treasurer ; these will be appointed annually if 
necessary ; when not so appointed, the officers for the time 
being, may severally continue in office in virtue of their pre- 
vious appointment, until displaced or reappointed. Vacancies 
in office, occasioned by death, resignation or otherwise, shall 
be alike supplied by appointment of the Association. 

•Article 5th. When it is expedient to obtain new members, 
the Association shall appoint a committee to nominate persons 
who will subscribe or adopt the Constitution and rules of go- 
vernment. Such individuals, if approved, are to be elected 
into membership by the Association. Attendant Physicians 
shall be selected and chosen in like mannen 

Jtrticle 6th. Stated meetings of the Association are held on 
the first sixth day in every month, and at the request of three 
of their number the Secretar}' is authorized to call special meet- 
ings. The duties of the officers respectively, and of the mem- 
bers, will be such as their By-Laws from time to time define 
and require. 

Jirtick 7th. The clear yearly value or income of the mes- 
suages, houses, lands and tenements, rents, annuities, or other 
hereditaments and real estate of the said Association, and the 
interest of money by it lent^ shall not exceed the sum of Five 
Hundred Pounds, Pennsylvania Currency. 

Second Month. Received the sum of fifty dollars, with in- 
formation that it was presented by a coloured man to the Shel- 
ter. We regret that the donor did not disclose his name ; the 
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bounty however^ wag not the less ralued for springing from a 
source unknown. Upon consideration, apprehending we coidd 
not dispose of the amount more agreeably to the individual, 
than by placing it at interest under care of a standing com- 
mittee already charged with a similar trust, to which this wat 
added, subject to the same instructions relative to providing a 
permanent establishment, as before stated, this donation was 
acknowledged in a miscellany of the day. 

Second Month, 1830. The Treasurer reported she had re- 
ceived from the Executors of the late William Mackenzie, the 
estimated value of five hundred dollars, mostly in bank stock. 
The testator had devised a portion of his estate in trust to 
his executors to be distributed among Charitable Institutions, 
at their discretion, and the latter kindly awarded so much of 
the benefice to the Shelter. 

Our friend Robert Barclay, late of London, was many years 
before his death in the practice of remitting annually, the sum 
of one hundred pounds sterling to the late Doctor Thomas 
Parke, and Benjamin Chew, of this city, for charitable distri- 
bution i^ Philadelphia. Through favour of the donor's chosen 
agents, the Shelter has participated in the bounty by three 
several payments, amounting to one hundred and ten dollars; 
the last of these was received in the fifth month of the pre- 
sent year. 

Eleventh Month. Copy of an extract from the will of our friend 
Joseph M. Paul, deceased: ''I give and bequeath to the Trea- 
surer, for th^ time being, of an Association for the care of 
Coloured Orphans, the sum of Three Hundred Dollars, for the 
use of that Institution." Collateral inheritance tax deducted. 

Surely we have reason to thank the Lord, and take courage 
in a pursuit which unites the munificence of the humane, with- 
out distinction of party or profession ; to spread the Orphan's 
temperate table with ** enough and to spare." 
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At a meeting of the Association held First Month, 1631, 
after a free discussion of various points in consideration, it was 
agreed to inquire for a house so constructed as to command 
some advantages which we feel the want of at the Shelter. 
A Committee then appointed, made report at the next meeting, 
of a house and lot for sale on Sassafras street, at the nominal 
value of four thousand eight hundred dollars, of which thir- 
teen hundred would be required immediately. — Two thousand 
five hundred, on Mortgage, to be paid off the following year, and 
one thousand dollars to remain upon Ground Rent. The building 
wasxonstructed for private family use, consequently not so well 
adapted tathe purposes of an Institution. — But the title was clear, 
and terms unobjectionable; accordingly the purchase was con- 
cluded, and first payment made out of the sum of two thousand 
dollars, which the Treasurer had received in recent donations : 
An Insurance was effected of one thousand five hundred/ at the 
oflSce of *^ The Fire Association of Philadelphia," and prepara- 
tions were in progress for improving the tenement. 

So little has been said or done to give publicity to the Insti- 
tution, that it is scarcely known beyond the limits of a con- 
tracted circle. Sensible of this, the Association was at once 
surprised, and gratified, with the growing interest in their con- 
cerns which appeared to exist among the respectable classes of 
society. In feid of the late purchase, the amount collected in 
cash, exceeded the estimate of probabilities upon which the 
Board had ventured to calculate; and we are equally bound 
by the tie of gratitude to many contributors in articles of 
utility; some of our friends have devoted the needful attention 
in overseeing and directing the repairs ; others have furnished 
materials, and several of the mechanics who were employed 
have relinquished a part of their claims for work done at the 
Shelter. 

When about to take possession of the new location, the Ma- 
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nagers met with an allay to their favourable prospects^ in the 
report of the. Superintending Committee, viz: " Throughout the 
last month, the Visiting Committees have been much engaged 
in consequence of the illness and death of two of our children, 
John Tillman, whose health had been declining, was suddenly 
removed on the 9th ultimo, by hemorrhage of the lungs, and 
Sarah Thompson, after a lingering illness, died on the lOtL" 
They also stated the alarming indisposition of another child. 

In consequence of these unavoidable contingencies, the family 
was detained in Cherry street longer than was convenient 
In addition to these humiliating incidents, it is worthy of re- 
mark, that the first meeting held at the lately acquired premises 
was sealed with that solemnity of regret so justly due to the 
memory of Doctor Benjamin Ellis ; after a short and severe 
illness, our departed friend has been removed in the prime of 
life and of usefulness, from works to rewards. 

Doctor Ellis was one of two Physicians who in condescen- 
sion to the views of the Board; jointly accepted an appointment 
in the year 1828. By resting the burthen of the trust upon two 
friends equally worthy of confidence, the Association designed 
to induce an interchange of service which would lighten their 
duties by participation ; under that arrangement, medical assist- 
ance had been skilfully administered through a lapse of three 
years ; upon the demise of Doctor Ellis, a double portion of 
duty devolved on his coadjutor. Doctor Caspar Wistar, who 
continues to sustain the whole responsibility. 

First month, 1832. The Committee reported regular atten^ 
tion paid at the Shelter; the family healthy with the exception 
of Stephen Ricks, one of our most engaging pupils, who is evi- 
dently declining. 

In this month, the Treasurer took up the mortgage of two 
thousand five hundred dollars, to which our property was sub- 
ject. To assist in raising that sum, Beulah Sansom advanced 
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the bequest of her late husband. The before mentioned one 
huiidred dollars, received in 18S5 from a society of coloured 

women, and fifty dollars afterwards added by a coloured 

■ 

man, together with interest, &c. amounting to upwards of two 
hundred dollars, was also absorbed in this settlement 

Third Month. More than usual attention has been required 
at the Shelter, in consequence of the last illness of Stephen 
Ricks, and it was unanimously agreed to publish an account of 
the uncommon character of the poor boy. Upon which the 
following was ultimately compiled. 

Died lately at the ** Shelter for Coloured Orphans" in this 
city, Stephen Ricks, aged eight years : having passed more 
than one-half of his short life in that institution. Soon after. 
he was admitted there, it was discovered that he possessed an 
unusual capacity to receive instruction: his advancement in 
spelling, reading, and reciting, was easy and rapid ; and his at- 
tention being particularly attracted to the study of geography, 
he became so well acquainted with the map of this country^ 
that he would answer without hesitation, almost any question 
relating to its divisional lines, or the situation of principal places. 
It was one of his amusements to draw from memory the map 
of the United States, or of those of the several States ; and not 
then having been taught to write, he printed with his pen the 
names of mountains, rivers, and chief towns ; which he accom- 
plished with so niuch neatness and ingenuity, that some of these 
performances are now highly valued by those who knew the 
author, as mementos of the rare talents of this intelligent boy 
of colour. On observing his classmates to be deficient in 
their exercises, he would reprove them for want of applica- 
tion or stability. Once being asked how he did to learn so 
much more than his task ? he said, he thought it over in the 
night — and again, * I do not go to sleep as soon as I go to bed; 
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1 lie and think.' He seldom inclined to mingle with other 
children at play, or wished to leave the school room during the 
hours of recess : to remain in retirement with pen and book at 
command, appeared to be his delight; and several times he 
manifested his friendship for his schoolmates, by presenting 
each with a piece, of moral tendency, copied or composed re- 
spectively for them, but finding his tokens of good will under- 
valued, lost or destroyed, he remarked, it was not worth while 
to give the children any more, for they would not keep them. 
He often selected pieces to insert in his little album, and some- 
times introduced his own composition ; these he mostly entered 
in the manner already described, although he had begun to 
write with tolerable success, before his expanding abilities were 
repressed by disease, which terminated in consumption. His 
industrious habits cotitinued with him to the last. At intervals, 
when a little relieved, he would resort t,o his favourite employ- 
ments, and even on the day preceding his death, he attempted 
to use the pen ; but failing through debility, he assumed a coun«- 
tenance of distress, and in a pathetic tone, thus uttered his dis* 
iqppointment, * 1 make mistakes I' 

Medical skill was faithfully appUed> but in vain ; and the an] 
guish of a lingering illness was soothed by the unremitting 
kindness of the matron and her daughter, who, having had the 
flflktisfaction, while thefir pupil was in health, of cherishing his 
amiable dispositions, and of encouraging his propensity to learn- 
ing, now freely bestowed upon their suffering patient the most 
aflfectionate care and attention. ' 

In manner he was mild, sedate, and reflective,; in practicOr 
generous to his equals; uniformly obedient to his superiors; 
and grateful to all for favours received. 

Such qualifications, combined in a subject so young, could 
not fail to engage the compassionate regard of the superintendr 
ing association ; to endear him to the family in which the hand 
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of benevolence had placed him, and to attract the notice of 
strangers who had an opportunity of witnessing his peculiar 
character. Consequently, a liberal portion of approbation and 
of praise was lavished upon him ; all this he received without 
betraying either vanity or self-conceit, as if conscious it was a 
duty incumbent to do his best, and he frequently brought into 
voluntary application this short but comprehensive sentence : 
*I will try to be a good boy.* 

The example and influence of such an inmate was perceived 
throughout the household. Withal he discovered a tender sus- 
ceptibility of feeling, which, according to the usual scale of es- 
timation, was far beyond his years. He once expressed a 
wish to his indulgent teacher, to obtain a little volume entitled 
•Daily Piety/ which she bought for him. Upon receiving the 
book,, he immediately presented it to the matron of the institu- 
tion ; she, acknowledging the favour, proposed to read and to 
return the book ; to this he answered, * No, I want thee to have 
it.' On another occasion he applied for two cakes ; his teacher 
inquired whejther one would not be enough ; he replied, * I want 
two;' his request being granted, he gave one of the cakes to 
the youngest member of the family, saying, *I love Mary Ann;' 
then handing the other to an older girl, added, * And Margaret 
waits on me.' As his weakness increased, he indicated an 
anxious concern lest his nurse should suffer from exposure 
in attending upon him. But the tender sensibilities of his heart 
had been most conspicuously called forth on the decease of a 
younger brother, to whom he was strongly attached ; not like 
the short-lived grief of childhood, which may be, and often is, 
wept into forgetfulness ; — on the contrary, his sorrow was se- 
rious and lasting. Toward the close of life he occasionally 
rehearsed pious sentiments, and repeated passages of scripture 
as they occurred in recollection, and the^ following appropriate 
effusion escaped him at a moment when he appeared to be in 
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a thoughtful frame of mind, 'There is but a step between me 
and death.' 

Let it be observed that the aggregate of little Stephen's scho- 
lastic attainments had been acquired previous to the completion 
of his seventh year; during the eighth his health became so 
wavering,. that the attendant physician discouraged him from 
close application to any subject. While thus restrained he fre- 
quently withdrew to his chamber, where he might indulge his 
self-directed inclinations. Upon retuoiing, after one of these 
opportunities of seclusion, he produced the following stanza, 
{slightly varied from the original,) but neatly copied in Roman 
characters. 

Safelj guide mj wtodering ftet, 

Trayolling in thii vale of tears, 
Dearest Saviour, to th j seat, 

And guard or dissipate my fears. 

Among his poetical selections, it appears that on various oc- 
casions of intercourse with his associates, he had adopted or 
applied the following lines. From this circumstance we draw 
the inference, that the religious views which they embrace, and 
arc calculated to inculcate, were congenial with his feelings. 

* Ob, blessed Saviour, take my heart 

And vrash it in t^y precious blood. 
And let me ne'er from thee depart, 
But always fin4 my rest in God.* 

It was not until after his death that the annexed was found 
imprinted on a scrap of paper, and deposited in a drawer be- 
longing to his nurse. 

* Oh, thou meek and holy Saviour, 

Thou hast seen us through and through ; 
Pardon all our bad behaviour; 
Make us good and holy toa* 

E 
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Is it not more than probable, his affectionate heart was se^ 
cretly actuated by desires for the purification of others, as 
well as for that of himself, when he chose the latter quotation ? 
And we have reason to believe this transcript w^s the product 
of the latest successful eflfort, in a literary line, of the feeble 
hand of the departed. 

This memorial of a child of humble birth, is submitted for 
publication, by the * Association for the care of Coloured Or- 
phans,' under the consoling persuasion, that the deceased was 
of the happy number of the innocent, to whom the blessed Re- 
deemer alluded when he testified, * Of such is the kingdom of 
Heaven/ 

Fhiladelphiar ^th of 4th mo. 1882. 

Seventh Month. The Superintending Committee have paid 
diligent attention at the Shelter, and with satisfaction report 
that eleven of our children have safely passed through the 
measles. 

By extract from the will of the late Richard Humphreys>of 
worthy memory, we learn Ihat a legacy of three hundred dol- 
lars has fallen to the Shelter — Collateral Inheritance tax de- 
ducted. That friend was among our first subscribers, and 
continued his regard for this Institution to the consummation 
of his deeds of charity for the benefit of Coloured People. 

At a meeting of the Association, held Tenth Month — A 
memorial was prepared in address to the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania, soliciting an act to exempt the property of the In- 
stitution from the demand of yearly taxes, and we are sorry 
to say the application was rejected. We are aware that it is 
at the risk of digressing from our province, should we venture 
to express our disapprobation of that system of state policy 
which, to swell the public treasury, sanctions the reduction 
of Charitable Legacies, and does not scruple to draw a pit- 
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t£ince from the mansions of penury and pauperism, erected as 
they frequently are upon the proceeds of pure charity. 

First Month, 1833. Our family had enlarged to nearly forty 
inmates — and such of the children who are old enough to value 
the privilege of attending a place of worship, are taken to the 
meetings of the Religious Society of Friends; excepting on 
those occasions, they are seldom seen in the streets ; when 
there observed, the appearance of the artless group has been 
sufficient to elicit the following compliments, namely : a pre- 
sent of six hats, ajc^companied by an anonymous note, dated 
2d Mo. 1833 ; some time after, a cash donation of five dollars, 
left at the Shelter by a friend, who had walked after the chil« 
dren to ascertain where they belonged ; and again, a valuable 
piece of muslin, received from a stranger, who upon having 
seen some of them, was induced to inquire into their history* 

These instances are mentioned as samples of the manner 
of attentions bestowed from season to season ; and we are 
sensible that an acknowledgement is due from the Association 
to every individual, who has directly or indirectly favoured us 
with an earnest of good will, but in condescension to a de- 
licate reserve which prevails with several of our contribu- 
tors, we unwillingly refrain from annexing a list of donors and 
subscribers. We do not however, bind ourselves by that re- 
straining sentiment in relation to our departed patrons ; those 
having escaped beyond the reach of honour or applause, are 
not liable to be injured or offended from the report of their 
alms-deeds. These mementos are happily left behind in perpe- 
tuity, to work their way through this vale of tears, and of ^ 
many sorrows, each in conformity with the specific will of the 
author, whether directed to minister to the sick, to feed the 
hungry, or to clothe the naked. While the Association justly 
commends the hand which has been extended for their assist- 
ance, they rejoice to recognize the prevalency of that christiaB 
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tpirity which does not forget ** to do good and communicate." 
The intimate connection which subsists between the blessed 
Redeemer and his disciples in those things, is beautifully set 
forth in the parable — Matt. chap. 25, v. 40—-" Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me/' 

Seventh Month* An appointment was made to collect iii^ 
formation respecting the decease of Samuel Reckless, upon 
which the .following article was composed : — 

In the year 1832, Samuel Reckless, at that time about 
six years old, was admitted a temporary boarder. He 
possessed a competent portion of natural abilities, in con^ 
nection with a docile, amicable temper, rather inclining to 
a pensive habit ; if he had incurred reproof or caused anxiety 
to those of riper years who held the rein of control over his 
minority, he was readily convinced of hisr error and would 
freely acknowledge the fault. 

Blessed with. a mind so endued,, he could scarcely fail to 
acquire friends within every circle among whom his lot wat 
cast, and his pleasant disposition frequently elicited express 
aions of tenderness from those who had an opportunity of dis^ 
corning his moral character while administering to his physical 
necessities, and the serenity of his countenance was attractive 
to some who were comparatively strangers to him ; one of 
the latter, upon a visit to the i establishment, while passing 
among the children, observed, in reference to Samuel^ / That 
boy looks as if preparing for a better world.' 

He remained at the Shelter about six months, nearly all 
the time an inmate of the nursery, being afflicted with com* 
plaints of a scrofulous nature, which he bore with a remark- 
aUe degree of patience : thus embarrassed by repeated indis* 
positions, be could not be expected to avail himself of the full 
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benefit of a residence in the Institution ; as the disorder in- 
creased it was deemed expedient to remove the child, to be 
immediately under the care of his mother, the friends with 
whom she lived, having offered a home for her son in their 
hospitable mansion. 

There he soon became mor6 seriously ill, and although so 
young, appeared to be quite sensible of his situation ; once be- 
ing asked if he could bear a blister over his eyes, he answered, 

* Yes, Christ has suffered for me.' And at another time he 
queried with his mother, whether she would not rather he 
should die and go to heaven, than live in this viicked world 
and be blind ? Upon another occasion, when engaged in 
prayer, he said, ' Lord, give me a new and a clean heart, 
that I may be accepted when I die.' A junior member of the 
family having given Samuel a' little book, after thanking him 
for thci present, he added, * Every person is kind to me, and 
the Lord too.' Then addressing himself to his mother, con* 

tinued, * Are not Mr. and Mrs. very kind to let me stay 

here for you to nurse me V He also spoke gratefully of the 
care which the managers of the Shelter had conferred upon 
him, saying, ^ They were so kind,' and taught him * so many 
good things.' 

The last first day on which he was able to walk out, upon 
entering an adjoining yard, he observed a man closely occu» 
pied. Samuel inquired, what that was in the bucket ? The 
man told him it was a handkerchief he had been washing. 

* Don't you know,' replied Samuel, * that it is wrong to 
wash on the Lord's day? The adult was struck with the 
rebuke, and said, he never felt himself such a sinner; to 
think that a child could teach him. At different intervals^ her 
endeared patient had made the following observations seve- 
rally to his attentive parent, viz. * Every body must die, but 
I shall die before you.' ' When I die, I shall be surrounded 
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by angels.' And previous to his deaths he said to her, * Will 
you try and meet me in heaven V 

He departed on the first of Third Month, 1833, aged 
seven years. 

It appears from the preceding annotations, that the deceased 
was sustained by a measure of faith . in our blessed Re- 
deemer, and while anticipating the joys of a future state, he 
was supported in calm resignation during the vicissitudes of a 
protracted illness ; and we are comforted in the belief, that 
through the gift of grace he has been, in mercy, prepared to 
join the assembly of the just made perfect. 

* Blessed are the poor in heart for they shall see God.' 

After the death of Charles E. Riley, another of our 
pupils, the Secretary was directed to prepare an account 
of the peculiar circumstances preceding his sudden depar- 
ture. The subsequent essay was approved and published in 
the " Friend :" 

Charles E. Riley was the youngest of two brothers, who 
were admitted at * The Shelter for Coloured Orphans,' on the 
29th of 11th mo. 1832. Of these children, little information 
was obtained which could be relied on in regard to their family 
connections. Charles wals at that time supposed to be three 
years and a half old, and the traits of character which mark- 
ed his early age were not calculated to prepossess in his fa- 
vour. 

In his intellectual capacity, the boy did not betray any po- 
sitive deficiency of talent, but it was soon discovered that his 
propensities were far from amiable ; witfc his playmates he 
was frequently unaccommodating, and sometimes abrupt in 
manner ; and even to his superiors he occasionally disclosed 
the presence of self-will, and an unyielding temper ; nor did 
the mild system of government which is preferred at the Shel- 
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ter, appear to have wrought any good effect upon this pupil, or 
to have changed his habits for the better. 

Under considerations such as these, neither the managers 
of the household, nor the association can with propriety assume 
the credit of producing that reformation which became con- 
spicuous in the deportment of the subject of this memoir a few 
days before his death. 

For several months previous to his decease, Charles had been 
at intervals slightly indisposed, but not so ill as to produce 
much anxiety in the family on his account, or apprehension of 
speedy dissolution ; neither had any material increase of the 
symptoms of disease been observed when those circumstances 
transpired which we are about to relate. 

It was on the 12th of 8th month last, that Charles went to 
the young woman who had been his nurse in sickness, at an 
hour when he was not expected to claim her attentiop, she be- 
ing then occupied in domestic duties, when he introduced him- 
self to her notice, with an air of gravity, saying, * I want to 
love thee.* An interview thus solicited was by her scarcely 
understood, but upon momentary reflection she made him wel- 
come, and received the innocent and earnest evidence of an 
afiectionate regard for her : when prepared to retire, the child^ 
of hisown accord, withdrew and went to the parlour, where he 
met with another young woman, also a. member of the insti- 
tution, and in direct address to her, he made use of the same 
expression, 'I want to love thee,' accompanied by similar in- 
dications of feeling. 

It may be proper to mention that the affairs of the Shelter 
were at that period conducted by the mutual exertions of three 
sisters, in equal authority throughout the establishment. 

Shortly after the preceding circumstances took place, Charles 
was seen standing, in the entry near the school room door, as if 
waiting to go in» and upon being asked why he stood tfaere» 
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be answered, * I want to love mistress Elizabeth :* but hear- 
ing she was particularly engaged, without saying more, he 
went back to the nursery. The teacher, when at leisure, be- 
ing informed of the proposed visit, sent to invite the child to 
return ; the summons was readily obeyed, and the dear little 
boy indulged himself in manifesting his attachment alike to 
his third governess, who had equally with the other two se- 
cured a claim upon his gratitude, by the extension of kindness 
and maternal care over the object of their general trust ; and 
in attempting to describe the solemnity which prevailed on 
these repeated occasions, we must rely upon that similarity of 
feeling which is acknowledged by 'all those individuals who 
were most intimately acquainted with the whole transaction, 
nor can wa make a more explicit statement of theif views, in 
agreement upon this subject, than we find contained in the fol- 
lowing sentiment of one of their number, viz. 

* The impression which has been made on my mind will not 
easily be effaced or soon forgotten. ' 

At the close of the last opportunity, a young woman took 
Charles upon her arm to carry him to the chamber: — as they 
ascended the stairs, he said, ' I want to love all the ladies.' 
We regret that the extent of the speaker's meaning by this ex- 
pression must remain veiled in uncertainty ; he had already 
accomplished the ceremony of good will toward every one to 
whom the epithet used could apply at home ; and we are 
left to conjecture, that he then^spoke in allusion to the members 
of the Association, and forbear to impute to his awakened sen- 
sibilities, a more enlarged application. 

On the 13th, Charles followed the scholars to their play 
ground while they were mostly recreating themselves between 
schools, and after a short absence, he returned to the dining room 
and mentioned that he had been out ' to love the children, but 
they were not all there ;' while speaking, he observed the five^or 
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six absentees coming down stairs, upon which he arose, and 
advancing deliberately, met them in the passage where he 
kindly embraced them each in turn, one after another. This 
done, he resumed his seat, with a placid countenance, saying, 
' I have loved them all/ 

Thus, we perceive, that the task which this babe in purity 
of heart had fulfilled, was rather an effort of mind than of 
casualty, and accepting his own concise testimony that he had 
lored all the children, in accordance with the known method 
which he at first adopted to evince his tender emotions in 
regard to his fellow-^beings, the family incline to believe that 
he did not omit to extend his little arms severally about all 
his playmates, amounting to thirty in number, and this opinion 
is strengUi^ned by the report of some of the most intelligent 
scholars, who have since been cautiously interrogated upon 
the subject 

In this ebullition of pious zeal, Charles remembered his 
debt Df friendship to the domestic, and had once entered the 
kilohen tirith an offer of < love' for her, but the girl not com* 

. prehending his intention,, handed the child a drink of water, 
Wfaieli he accepted, and then turned away, as if conscious that 
in the attempt he had discharged the duty. 

On the '14th, it is recollected by his tutors that their ward 
maintained a calm and sedate demeanour, but the day was 
oot distinguished by any occurrence out of common routine $ 
in the evening he supped and went. to bed as usual ; but be** 

' tween eleven and twelve o'clock* he was taken with a hemorr- 
hage of tbe lungs, which closed his life in the fleeting period 
of a few hours. 

He departed on the morning of the 15th of Eighth MQpth,v 
1833, aged fous years and three months. 

However unconscious the deceased might have been, and 
probably was, of the impending event, aqd of his near ap- 
proximation to the confines of the pave, when he so affec- 
tionately care^ed his companions, and virtually anticipqiign 

F 
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the result, took a final farewell of his friends, we jdo not pre- 
sume to ascribe the impulse by which he was influenced to 
any cause inferior to that of the operation of divine grace 
secretly acting upon his submissive spirit, to prepare and to 
perfect this lamb of the flock for an entrance into the Re- 
deemer's kingdom. 

• For love is of God, and every one that loveth is bom of 
God/ 

• Not by works of righteousness, which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved us by the washing of rege- 
neratioD» and renewing of the Holy Ghost' 

The primary epd and aim of biography will be answered 
n the recital of this instance of sudden transition from one 
state of existence *to another, an incident to which every son 
and daughter of mortality is liable ; if the representation of 
these facts have a tendency to arouse the indifferent, to animate 
die lukewarm, and to stimulate the feeble-minded, to a correct 
tense of tfie important gospel truth which is conveyed through 
the comprehensive injunction of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ— 

• Be ye therefore ready also, for the Son of Man cometh 
at an hour when ye think not.' 

Eighth Month, 1834. Received the sum of five dollars in a 
note signed • Prom a Friend of Orphans.' 

In the Eleventh Month of that year the Association were 
enabled to place the sum of one thousand two hundred dollars 
at interest 

First Month, 1836. Received a legacy of one hundred 
dollars, devised to the Shelter, by the late venerable EUiston 
Perot, a friend, who not only gave his name among our early- 
subscribers, but for years past has continued to evince his 
parental consideration for the poor orphan, by annual cash 
donations to procure fruil and other refreshments, for our chil- 
drei» such as are not included in their bill of fare. 
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Twelth month. Received through the executors of John Jones 
his bequest of one hundred and fifty dollars, reduced by collateral 
inheritance tax, to one hundred and forty-six dollars, twenty-five 
cents. The decease was a pious man of colour, formerly of Port au 
Prince, latterly of this city ; it is understood that his estate was 
the product of his own industry, and in the final distribution 
of his effects, having no immediate family dependent upon 
him, after some friendly remembrances, he divided the residue 
of his property among benevolent institutions, for the benefit 
of the people of his own complexion. 

From the beginning of the year 1832 to the end of the 
year 1835, 
Children admitted at the Sheher - - 118 

do Apprentice/ - - - - 43 

do Returned to their friends - - - - 20 

do Deceased - - - - ' 25 

do Remaining in the hguse - - ' - 30 

Lest the returning so many children to their friends, should 
be accepted in contradiction to a resolution passed 1822, stat- 
ing, that orphans admitted at the Shelter should be resigned 
to the Association, it may be proper to mention, that the funds 
of the Institution are held exclusively for orphans in the full 
acceptation of the term,' such as have lost both parents. 
A class to which that resolution was intended to apply ; but 
in order to extend the benefits of the institution to others with- 
oHit detriment to these, the Association have always exercised 
the right to admit those u^on the terms of moderate board, 
who have one parent living. 

At first view the proportion of deaths may exceed expecta- 
tion; but if we reflect upon the early age at which children 
are admitted, and the length of time they frequently con- 
tinue in "the Shelter before they can be advantageously placed 
at service, in calculating the risk of life, some regard is due to 
those circumstances ; and in every event the average of deaths 
has not equalled that of two per year. [Jpon this subject we 
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are favouredl with the sentimests of an attendant physician — 
as follows : ^^ From the foregoing account it would seem^ thct 
the number of deaths among the childjiren waiS disproportion- 
ately large, but when it is stated that many of those infants are 
taken from the abodes of misery and want, where they have 
been so neglected and otherwise abused, as not only permanently 
to imp&ir *their constitutions, but often times adtually to distort 
their physical configuration^ the numbet* of deaths instead of be- 
ing gveaty will on the contrary, appear unusually small. Many of 
these infants moreover, ard the victims of hereditary diseases, 
particularly of scrofulous and consumptive co]n{|laints, to which 
it is well known the coloured population of this climate is pe* 
culiarly liable, and which in these children i3 greatly aggra- 
vated by ike deprivation and hajrdships to which their tender 
infancy has been exposed. Accordingly it will be found by a 
refereifce to the tertificates of deaths which have taken place 
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in this Establishment for the last selren year^, that by far the 
greater mmiber has occurred from one or the other of these 
diitorders. ' • . 

^ With Ais statenoent tHen, and a full understanding of the^e 
^oepti<»is, it is confidently believed thai the Managers of 
''The'fiheltar''; may safely ofier a comparison of the interest* 
ing little band under their charge, with an equal, number of 
cUldr^n in nhy rank or situation of life whatever, to sho^v 
a greater, amount of healthy comfort, and ha[qiiness, than it has 
|)leased the Gr^at Father of the fatherless to bestow upon thif 
hiimUe home of the Coloured Orphan/* 

CONGliUSION. 

If we have gleaned the scanty materials of a charitable so- 
ciety too closely to give currency to our narrative with the 
generality of readers, accustomed to , refined composition, 
tt will ^ recqllected, that publications of this description are 
chiefly designed for the few who aire predisposed to examine 
the contents in detail 
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